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A HOUSE IS NOT A HOME 

~Summary~ 

 

-by Zan Gaudioso  

Teenager Joins A New School 

The teenager joins a new high school. He finds it strange and awkward as his closest friends are 

in a different school. He misses his old friends and teachers and goes to meet his old teachers 

regularly. 

 

Teenager's House Catches Fire 

One day, while the teenager is doing his home work, his house catches fire. He and his mother 

run outside the house. He goes to his neighbours to call the fire brigade while his mother rushes 

inside to get some important documents and the pictures of his father. He is terrified on seeing 

his mother go inside the burning house and in the process of saving his mother, forgets about his 

pet cat. 

 

They Shift to His Grandparent's House 

After five hours, the firemen are successful in extinguishing the fire. The teenager suddenly 

realises that his pet cat is missing. He searches it everywhere but is unable to find it. He cries for 

the loss of his cat. He and his mother shift to his grandparents' home as their house has been 

completely destroyed by the fire. 

 

Teenager Goes to School 

The next day, the teenager goes to school. His clothes look weird and he does not have any books 

or school bag as everything was destroyed in the fire. He feels strange going like this to the school 

and wants to die as his old school, his friends, his house and his pet cat have been taken away 

from him. 

 

Teenager Revisits the House 

After school, the teenager revisits his house and finds that the damage due to the fire is huge. 

His heart misses his cat and he is unable to find it. He visits the house every now and then in the 

hope of finding his cat. But, it seems to be nowhere. 
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Conclusion of A House Is Not a Home 

The chapter – A House Is Not a Home explains that one must be ready to face the 
challenges of life with courage and not get bogged down by the ups and downs of life. 
People encounter several challenges in life on a day-to-day basis, but they must stand 
firm and face all hurdles courageously. 

 

Schoolmates Help the Teenager 

The news about the destruction of his house spreads in his new school. Everybody in the school 

becomes aware of his condition. His schoolmates help him by giving him school supplies, 

notebooks and clothes. The students introduce themselves to him and invite him to come to their 

home. This incident helps him open up to them and thus he makes a few friends. 

 

The Teenager Finds His Cat 

One day, while he is watching the rebuilding of his house, a lady comes and asks him, if the cat 

she is carrying, was his. He is overjoyed when he sees that she is carrying his pet cat. He takes it 

from her arms and holds her close to him and cries. He feels greateful for his life, his new friends, 

the kindness of a stranger and his beloved cat. 

 


