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RAIN ON THE ROOF

~Summary-~

-by Coates Kinney

Stanza- 1

When the humid shadows hover
Over all the starry spheres,

And the melancholy darkness
Gently weeps in rainy tears,
What a bliss to press the pillow
Of a cottage-chamber bed,

And lie listening to the patter

Of the soft rain overhead!

Explanation: In this stanza, the poet says that stars of the sky are not visible, being
covered by clouds. He says that the darkness is making him sad and reflective and the rain
also seems to mirror his emotions as it looks like tears falling softly from human eyes. The
only thing that can bring joy to the poet is to curl up with a pillow in the bed of a rural
cottage. Though the rooms of the cottage may be small and ill-equipped, the sound of
raindrops can enable him to recover from his sad and gloomy mood.

Stanza- 2

Every tinkle on the shingles

Has an echo in the heart;

And a thousand dreamy fancies
Into busy being start,

And a thousand recollections
Weave their air-threads into woof,
As | listen to the patter

Of the rain upon the roof.
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Explanation: In this stanza, the poet describes how the raindrops make a tinkling sound
as they fall on the shingles of the roof. Each sound made by the rain is repeated the next
instant by the beating of his heart. What he has only been imagining till now starts
appearing before his eyes. As he is listening to the soft and continuous falling of the
raindrops on his roof, all his memories come back to him, but they are not discrete and
separated from each other. Instead, these memories have formed a patchwork by
becoming entwined with one another. The memories are large in numbers and have
formed a cluster in his mind.

Stanza- 3

Now in memory comes my mother,
As she used in years agone,

To regard the darling dreamers,
Ere she left them till the dawn:

O! | feel her fond look on me

As | list to this refrain

Which is played upon the shingles
By the patter of the rain.

Explanation: In this stanza, the poet describes the first memory that he can actually
identify among the patchwork of his memories. He remembers that during his childhood,
his mother used to look at him and his siblings as they were sleeping and having pleasant
dreams. His mother would make a point to look at them every night, for she knew she
would not see them again till the next morning. His mother would bend down and watch
over him in particular. These memories are evoked as he listens to the repetitive rhythm
of the raindrops as they are falling on his roof.

Conclusion of Rain on the Roof

In this poem, whenever the poet hears the pattering sound on his rooftop he remembers
sweet memories of his childhood especially one that relates to his mother.




